THE ARTS COMPETITION

LITERATURE

Ravenssury's Lditor boasted in his preamble that his magazine deliberately
contained very little factual material. ‘That is almost certainly why it won.
It also contained few misprints (in which the others abounded) and few
spelling mistakes to “where glasses™ (which the Lditor should have
done) was an example from onc of the other mapazines. There was a
refreshing amount of verse in ‘Raven’ and ‘Timon’, some good and some
bad; the fact that these two magazines were first and second may have
been a coincidence. 5

There really scemed no need, except to confuse the judge, for onec
magazine to print page one to follow page two of the same article. The
Editor of “Timon’ produced a minor tour de force by continually leaping
into the breach when all else failed at least, so it scemed.

The judge gave most credit to Eastty (6th) on University Applications.
Caovington (6th) on the writing of Limericks for Fveryman, Halls (6th) on
the political scene, and Waddilove (1s1) on Autumn, in verse.

WoL).P.

MUSIC

It seems unlikely that Wordsworth would have had FFebruary of this year
in mind when he wrote, “the very houses seem asleep™. Yet, although the
Inter-House Music Competition was scheduled for the end of March, and
details were given out at the beginning of the Spring Term. the ldes of
March made an undramatic appcarance, heralded by the feeblest of fan-
fares. Preparations for the competition were just beginning., There was
plenty of time. Two whole weeks !

The days that followed were days of frantic activity, when House music
caplains fought over practice-rooms, and broken chords littered the school,
It was even rumoured that Witford were using the library as a dormitory,
so that their musicians could begin practices at dawn.

The afternoon of the competition arrived. and even Ezekicl would have
hesitated 1o prophesy “the sound of the cornet. flute, harp, sackbut and
all kinds of music™ which resounded through the gymnasium. Some houses.
lend to have far more musicians than others, but all were well represented
in most sections of the competition. \

The adjudicator was Douglas Coalces, a Fellow of the FLondon College of
Music and Music Critic of ““The Kensington News'™. He was most impressed
by the variety and general high standard of the performances he heard. In
particular, the House Choirs and enscmble sections were very eaterlaining.
The set choir song was well sung by all houses, but Wilford stole the show
with a first-class performance of their own choice, “Never weather-beaten
sail.”  Witford also won the Ensemble scction with an arrangement of
“Tit-willow™ by Sullivan an arrangement that would have made Noél
Coward green with envy.
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In the solo sections, the junior instrumental was won by Lodge. and the
senior instrumental by Canons. In spite of an unco-operative oboe reed,
B. Holloway won the junior section. and M. Hughes and G. Macleod gained
maximum points in the senior,

Other individual winners were 1. Fellows and I Jarett in the senior
vocal, M. Freeman, A, Webb, A. Strivens and R, Soper in the junior vocal,
and J. Kent in the original composition section,

The final result was o tic Tor lirst place between Witfond and Canons, with
Ravensbury third and Lodge fourth, Perhaps more important than the
result of the competition was the lact that so many boys took part and
made the afternoon so interesting. Much of the credit for this must 2o to
the House Music Captains S. Berry (Canons). L. Jarrett (Witford),
A. Thompsett (Ravensbury) and K. White (Lodge).

PD.EC.

ART
ONE by one

‘Canons’ Mouth' was easily the worst of the magazines. Thoupgh it was
bound well and 1wo or three of the illustrations were suitable and pood,
the rest were unsuitable and bad. Worst point was the lettering, which was
badly formed and scrufly.

“lanust was a little better, By using the typewriter for headings, had
lettering was avoided and marks were neither gained nor lost, “The binding
was adequate, the layoul barely so. Most illustrations were of a suitable
type for inclusion in a magazine but. with two exceptions. one of which
was the result of clever editing. (hey were very poorly exccuted,

Best were “Timon® and ‘Raven’. which [ couldn’t separate for quality.
‘Raven”™ was bound very well. “Timon’ would have been if there hadn't
been five thicknesses of paper for every leaf of the book! Far too many
illustrations in ‘Raven’ were plagiarist. and others were just mediocre, as
against some good ariginal work in ‘“Timon’. so “Timon''s bulge was can-
celled out! Leltering was good in both books. though ‘Raven” had the
cdee with hand-done titles over “Timon™'s Letraset, This was balanced by
‘Raven™'s less cohesive layoul.

Overall, this year's House Magazines were a preal improvement. Al were
pleasant to handle, and two were very attractive.

The standard of illustration. haowever, remains poor. “Hlustration for (he
magazine™ scems (o produce remarkable changes in people. ‘The muscular
lummox, who usually sloshes paint around with originality and vigour, tries
to draw a tiny crinolined lady. ‘The bloke who can diaw well enters his
first hesitant oil painting, and the first ar second former, capable of produce-
ing the strongest patterns, thythms and colour combinations. produces a
seratehy weak little eflort using a 411 pencil on tissue paper. or a walel
colour which is all water, no colour. Worst of all, though, are the plaginrists,
Their work is completely without value. so cannot carn matks., 1's nol
wicked to use photographs for information. It's certainly not evil 1o adapt
a photo to a different medium, but those who just copy, as ncarly as they
can, somebody clse’s work, should be sent 1o shovel brimstone.

Pretty pood cllort on the whole though. Try photography next time
perhaps.
N.W.






