ITCHAMIAN
" summer

1969~



Mr, B. F. Atherton



THE MITCHAMIAN

MITCHAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR BOYS

NUMBER 46 JULY, 1969

Editorial

IT has been a year of innovations, not the least of which was the arrival
of our new Headmaster, Mr. Atherton, from Elmwood High School. We
have watched the changes taking place and have approved or disapproved
according to our educational predilections, but we can never complain
that our opinions were not canvassed before the innovation was introduced.
Mr, Atherton is, above 2ll, a democrat: a great believer in the right of the
individual to express himself and to be heard—hence the formation of the
School Council. He is also an ardent campaigner on behalf of the under-
privileged in this world and his principles are in evidence in assemblies
and in the steady flow of books that have been classified under 240 on the
library shelves. Added to this we have noted a distinct emphasis on the
more traditional virtues of punctuality, tidiness and civility . . . and there
is, no doubt, much more in store. We look forward to its making its
appearance in the formative years ahead.

The remainder of the innovations stem, of course, from the principal
one, There has been the establishment of a sixth-form enclave in the old
C.C.F. hut, but what exactly happens there it is difficult to discover.
Certainly a number of its denizens were busy cleaning it out recently: very
praiseworthy; undoubtedly it is a place of high conversation and civilised
games: admirable; but why would no one write the inside story for the
magazine? Then there is CULT, the monthly publication devoted to the
expression of strong opinions in prose and recondite emotions in poetry: a
magnificent effort by its editors, not merely in getting it typed, printed and
sold, but also in raising a few disturbing winds of controversy. Add to
these the re-thinking of the prefect system, the revival of dances in the
hall, the proliferation of educational visits, the ritual obeisance to “Hair”,
open-necked shirts when the temperature is in the seventies, and you have
a liberal and stimulating environment to work and live in.

All this is not to say that the old institutions have been abandoned
or have lost their vigour. No. The Arts Competition has continued to supply
the school with music, literature, art and oratory that is considered by some
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to be incomparable in its aspiration; nor has the sporting vitality of the
school diminished, though with our numerical decline some coaches have
had to press the David and Goliath analogy rather hard at times. Under-
lying all the frenetic sporting, social and cultural activity there has been,
of course, the bedrock of lessons, uncomfortable for many, but for others
coxtaining a welcome spring or two,

The school year is portrayed in the magazine, but as this is the final
Mitchamian we have been looking back over the decades also. Hence,
and very appropriately, Mr. Purbrick’s article on the growth of Mitcham
Grammar School, and also some quotations from back numbers of the
magazine to remind us that, modest publication though it is, it has been
a mirror of the times and has touched on events that have been crucial in
the lives of several generations. Thus, the present number takes its place
in the archives. Who knows what some future school historian may select
from its varied contents as the most significant item?

THE SCHOOL YEAR

THE year opened with a number of new faces in the Staff Room. I counted
myself fortunate in taking over a School which was such a going concern
from Dr. Bingham, and it is in no small measure due to his abundant
energy and enthusiasm that the School is so successful both academically
and in sport. We all wish him well at the Glyn School, Ewell, and shall
welcome him whenever he is able to pay us a visit.

During the year the following new members of Staff joined the School:
Mr. Smart (Second Geography Master), Mr. Winter (Head of the History
Dept.), Mr. Palmer (Senior Chemistry Master), Miss Bache (Art), Mr.
Ahuja (Head of the Physics Dept.), Mr. Singh (Head of Biology), Mr.
Perks (Mathematics), Mr. Bunce (Head of P.E. Dept.), Mr. Kemp (Head
of German), Mr. Hood (Chemistry), Dr. Ghosh (Physics), Mr. Pankhurst
(Science), Mrs. Bunyan (French and English), Mrs. Iwobi (Chemistry), Mr.
Dickie (Laboratory Technician), Mrs. Shaw (Secretarial), Mr. Walker
(Carectaker) and Mrs. Curran (Catering). .

Mr. D. K. Winter brought a lively approach to the teaching of History
and has shown energy in cross-country running and in cricket coaching—-
so much in the latter that we have suffered a record number of broken
windows ! The teams have appreciated his photographic talents, and the
skiers his coaching. It is with regret that we lose him to Ilford County
High School at the end of the year.

We have enjoyed Mr. Perks’ North Country forthrightness and
appreciated his work on Swimming and as Treasurer of the Parents’
Association. We regret losing him to industry at the end of the year but
wish him well in his future career.



